Abstract: In this work, a survey on the Ishik-University graduate students' level of awareness of the importance of infrastructures on the community, on their views on the curriculum versus infrastructures' topics, and the most important topics found better for their future work. Our goal is to prepare our students to be future engineers educated with the concepts of infrastructures and how to improve and maintain these facilities. Students have been given a chance to evaluate current curriculum with particular focus on the infrastructure topics. Students have shown their high level of awareness, and gave their opinion on the curriculum and infrastructure as shown in tables and graphs. Conclusions and recommendations for the civil engineering department in Ishik University are drawn. It is the aim of the authors to further improve the curriculum of the civil engineering department of Ishik University, particularly aiming at providing our graduates a better understanding of infrastructures.
Introduction
Infrastructures are the fundamental facilities serving a country, city, or area, as transportation, dams, hydraulic structures, communication systems, water supply and sewage systems, power plants, hospitals and schools (Fulmer, 2009) . For economic and sustainability reasons, these infrastructures are taking a great concern in planning and maintaining them, and now it is required to put these issues into the curricula of civil engineering department in exclusive way. Infrastructure has a direct impact on our personal and economic health. Civil engineers are stewards of the national's infrastructures, charged to design, construction, operation and maintenance of the vital public works (American Society of Civil Engineers, 2005) . In this context, it is better to address the issue to graduate students and let them involve at least in expressing their view. This feedback would be considered in designing a curriculum that is concerned with infrastructure issues.
Background
Civil engineering department in Ishik University was established in 2010, and since then it becomes a well-known academic body in Kurdistan region and in the other parts of Iraq. In reviewing the curriculum, it is clear that it had changed significantly from a local, traditional, crowded edition to a dynamic, smart, of international dimension. The current curriculum of Ishik University is shown in Tables (1) , (2), (3), (4) and (5). Elective courses provide the freedom to improve the curriculum, to stay up-to-date, and to be familiar with new developments and technologies.
Aim of the Study
Our goal is to prepare our students to be future engineers educated with the concepts of infrastructures and how to improve and maintain them. Students have been given a chance to evaluate current curriculum with particular focus on the infrastructure topic. It is the aim of the authors to further improve the curriculum of the civil engineering department of Ishik University, particularly aiming at providing our graduates a better understanding of infrastructures.
Infrastructure as Recommended by an International Accreditation Agency
The civil engineering department was accredited for 5 years by ZEvA international accreditation agency. The authors, in their efforts to improve the curriculum according to agency remarks, attempted to explore the graduate students view for many reasons; to introduce the infrastructure issue to them, demonstrates its importance, to study the state of mind of our future civil engineer, and to consider their view in our curriculum review.
The Questionnaire
The following questionnaire form was distributed to 61 students of the fourth grade class of Civil Engineering Dept. in Ishik University, with its results:
1. Are you aware of the importance of infrastructures to the community? The questions help to explore whether the graduate students are aware of the importance of infrastructure to the community, and whether they think it is substantially covered in their curriculum. Also the questions invite their suggestion of the best courses of infrastructures to be included in the curriculum. Moreover, the questions explore the interest of the graduate students to research on infrastructure issues in their graduation projects. If they do prefer, then they were asked about which specific project title or theme is preferred to make their research on. Presentation of results and discussion are followed.
Results and Discussion
The students expressed their awareness of the infrastructure subject in a very high percentage (97%). This is considered very impressive and promising.
On a high percentage (84%), the graduate students agreed that our curriculum contain many subjects that considered within the infrastructure literature, regardless of the GPA level of the students as shown if Fig.(1) below. In the students answer to question 3, a variety of infrastructure courses were selected, which shows that the state of mind is varied among the students which reflects a variety of desired disciplines of infrastructures. This is also shown in Fig.(2) . In their response to whether they like to do research on infrastructures topics in their graduation projects, 75% have agreed. In Fig. (3) , students of higher GPA seem to have greater interest in the research on infrastructures. In connection to the previous question, the students in their answer on which topic they prefer to make research on, it seems that transportation has got the major interest, see Fig.(4) . 
Conclusions
Based on the survey performed in this work to explore the views of graduate students of civil engineering department of Ishik University on the topics of infrastructures in their curriculum, the following conclusions can be drawn: 1. The awareness of the infrastructure subject is very high (97%) among the graduate students. 2. The graduate students agreed (84%) that the current curriculum covers many infrastructures Which of the following infrastructure projects do you prefer to study and make research on?
